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you, Mr. P r e s id en t .

S PEAKER NICHOL: S e n a t o r V a r d Johnson, t h e n Senato r DeCamp,
then Senator Hall and Senator Landis.

SENATOR V. JOHNSO N: Mr. Speaker , m emb e r s o f t h e
Legislature, I rise in opposition to Senator Beutl e r ' s
amendment . Th i s b i l l , as fa r as I ' m c on c e r n ed , should be
read and voted on. W e vote it up or we vote i t dow n . Now
Senator War n e r h as suggested that I may have the Mar i e
Antoinette approach to public employees, that is to let them
eat c a ke wh e n t he y are outside the gates i ndica t i n g
starvation. Th e truth o f the mat ter i s t hat pub l i c
employees do relatively well. They ar e no t st ar ved , t h ey
are relatively well paid and they are very well protected,
they are very well protected in the employment relationship.
What is happening here i s we are pr ovi d i ng another
protection for public employees under the guise of getting
information. Senator Warner specifically talks about many
instances that he has received private information f rom
public employees that has been helpful to him. Well I , t oo ,
have received private information from public employees, and
every time I have simply taken the information and if I
decided t o ac t upo n it I have done so, protecting the
confidence of the public employee because that is the way it
i s i n h u man so c i e t y . I do not think that we need to have
a ny bu i l t - i n l e g a l p r ot e c t i o n s f o r p ub l i c e m p l o yees who g i v e
information to p eople they think should have the
information. I think to buil d t h a t p r ot ect i on i n simply
p rovides a n ew pan o p l y of rights that can be used for
reasons totally different from the whist l e - b l o w i ng , t he
rooting out of fraud, the rooting out of gross mismanagement
concept. I think in the community of people one relies very
simply o n pe ople understanding relationships, p eople
u nderstand in g ne e d s for confidentiality, p eople being
protective and solicitous o f o t h e r s . Th i s b i l l p rov i de s
addi t i o n a l r i ght s t o an al r ea dy l on g , l ong l i s t o f j ob
protection provisions of rights, fringe benefits, et c e t e r a .
I d o n ' t think it is n ecessary. I t h i nk t he Beu t l e r
amendment should be defeated, the bill read and defeated.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator DeCamp.

SENATOR DECAMP: Mr. President, i t i s obv i o u s t h i s b i l l i s
going to pass and it is obvious we are going to move into
20,000 pub l i c emp l o y ees , b a s i c a l l y , hav i n g a t enure s y s t e m
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